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Using an Integrated

care Pathway to 

support the dying 

resident in a care home




What is a care

pathway for the dying

resident?

The Integrated Care Pathway (ICP) which is also sometimes called the Liverpool Care Pathway (LCP) is a document that helps staff plan care for dying residents.  It is a multi-professional document and provides an evidence based framework for end of life care. 
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Let’s get a plan………………

Why use a care

pathway?

· It translates the hospice model of care into other care settings

· Provides guidance on different aspects of care

· Aids with anticipatory prescribing

· Discontinuing inappropriate interventions

· Psychological and spiritual care and support of patient and their family

What does a care pathway look 

like?

[image: image2.png]T %

dE=c>




Since being introduced by the Liverpool team, Care Pathways have undergone some local developments and do not always look the same in all areas.  However, they comprise of a core number of areas that are mainly similar across different areas.

They usually include:

· Criteria sheet for starting the pathway

· Initial assessment made on diagnosing dying

· Ongoing assessment

· Care after death

Furthermore, the sections are broken down into specific goals which then need to be charted as ‘achieved’ or not.  If a goal is not achieved then a ‘variance’ report is made.  A variance is an important part of the ICP.  It is a positive process providing information of the individual client’s journey.

How do I use a care pathway?
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So where do we start?………………….

The first stage would be to ensure that you and the team you work with are aware of what a pathway is and what one looks like.

You may need a session from a palliative care specialist to ensure that everyone is happy to use this tool and importantly, understands how it works.

Once you are familiar with the pathway, you would need to identify a resident who would fit the criteria.  This is a team decision and should include all professionals caring for that resident, including the resident’s GP.

There is an information booklet available from Cheshire Hospices Education (Guidelines for use of the Integrated Care Pathway in the final days of life).  You may find these give you the additional required information.  Please feel free to request one………….

OVERVIEW

The ICP provides an 

evidence-based framework

as a multi-professional document.

It is the legal document that replaces

all other documentation in this phase

of care.

If applicable, this document should follow

the patient between care settings.  It is sometimes 

referred to as the LCP as it originated in Liverpool.

[image: image4.png]



�








CHESHIRE HOSPICES


EDUCATION








